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Bridges to Employment Conference:
Exploring Career Opportunities for Latinos with Disabilities
June 13-15, 2007

Radisson Miami Hotel, 1601 Biscayne Blvd., (305) 374-4000

Latinos with disabilities (including veterans and youth) looking for training and jobs, rehabilitation specialists, and diversity advocates are invited to attend a 2½ day conference offering information about vocational training opportunities and jobs.

SunTrust Bank to Open the Meeting: Katherine McCary, Vice President of Human Resources at SunTrust Bank, will deliver the keynote address on Thursday morning, June 14. Ms. McCary also is President of the U.S. Business Leadership Network, a national program focused on helping employers hire job candidates with disabilities.

Employers: AT&T (major sponsor), Wachovia, Adobe Systems, SunTrust and others. 

Speakers: South Florida Small Business Administration, IRS, Job Accommodation Network, AARP, Jobbing, Vocational Rehabilitation, Veterans Administration and organizations, Social Security’s “Ticket to Work” initiative, plus other local, county, national, and government entities. Employers and advocates will explain how to recruit, train, and promote persons with disabilities into the workforce.

Attendees:  This conference will connect Miami-area disabled Latinos and others who have disabilities with recruiters, entrepreneurs, rehabilitation experts, disability service providers, and leaders in the disability advocacy community.

Skill-Building Workshops:  Workshops on June 13-15 will address:

· Ways to successfully employ Latinos with disabilities, including veterans

· Vocational rehabilitation and training opportunities

· Resume writing, job application skills and interviewing techniques

· Financial literacy—planning and asset-building strategies

· Assistive technology—tools that level the playing field for people with disabilities

· Ways that young Latinos with disabilities can effectively move from schools and training programs to jobs 

· Resources for immigrants, refugees, and asylees with disabilities

· Supports and accommodations employers are required by law to offer
Languages:  Spanish/English translation and American Sign Language.

Schedule:  The conference begins late on the afternoon of June 13 with examples of Latinos with disabilities who have successful jobs.  This is followed by an evening meet-and-greet reception. June 14th brings a full day of workshops and roundtables interspersed with catered networking breaks and lunch. June 15 offers additional training sessions followed by a plenary lunch concluding at 2:30 p.m. 
Conference Specifics: The $150 registration fee includes the welcome reception, continental breakfasts, lunches, all conference sessions and materials. Registration scholarships are available for unemployed or low-income Latinos with disabilities. Scholarship awards are based on financial need. For information on scholarships call (866) 367-5361 or visitwww.projectovision.net. Visit this same website to register for the conference.
Conference Site: The Bridges to Employment conference will take place at the Radisson Miami Hotel, 1601 Biscayne Blvd. The Radisson is offering conference attendees a special sleeping-room rate of $107 per night if you call (305) 374-0000 between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. and ask for In-House Registration.  Make it clear that you are with “Project Vision’s Bridges to Employment Conference.”

Organizers: Proyecto Visión is the first National Technical Assistance Center for Latinos with Disabilities living in the U.S. It is funded by the U.S. Department of Education’s Rehabilitation Services Administration. It is based at the World Institute on Disability (WID) in Oakland, CA, (www.wid.org)  

The Center for Independent Living of South Florida (www.soflacil.org) is WID’s  co-organizer of the Bridges conference.

Bridges to Employment is the premier national meeting focused on employment of Latinos with disabilities in the United States.  

Contacts: 
Josefina Durán, Conference Planner, (602) 274-5888, jeduran@counterpartsinc.com  

Local contact: Larry Georgeson, (305) 751-8025, larry@soflacil.org 

For further information, visit www.proyectovision.net 
